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Line drawings atre based on copyrighted original art by Alexandra Wallner from WRITE ON, MERCY written by Gretchen Woelfle. Technical assistance by Brian Kenney.  Not for Sale May be reproduced for educational purposes.
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She liked to read and write
stories. She loved to learn new
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Mercy was the oldest daughter
with 12 brothers and sisters!

She was a big help to her
mother with the farm and the
house.
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In colonial times, girls

only went to school for a

few years.

As the oldest daughter,

she was expected to learn

to sew, spin cloth and
cook meals in a fireplace.

There were no stoves

back then!

Even though Mercy had a
lot of chores, she also

wanted to learn more
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Mercy’s uncle was a teacher.

He helped Mercy’s brother
Jemmy get ready for

college.

Mercy wanted to learn too,
and she begged her father
to let her go with Jemmy.
And he agreed!

At school, she learned all
about the world. Reading
was her favorite hobby!




As Mercy became a grown-up, she
learned people in America were
not happy being ruled by the King
of England. They wanted to be
free.

Mercy didn't like the King's rules
either. She thought the people
who lived in America should be
able to make their own rules.



In 1754 Metcy
Otis married
James Warren

and they lived

with their

growing family in | They were good friends with
Plymouth, some of the other Founding
Massachusetts.

Mothers and Fathers of our
country, George and Martha
Washington, John and Abigail
CJ Adams, Paul Revere and Sam

§



Mercy and James worked together
with them at the kitchen table,
thinking of ideas to help America
become a free country. They were
known as the Sons of Liberty.

same rights, just like you have the

i right to play and have fun!

= i Mercy had a super-power!

//;_ She wrote poems and plays

R

l— and stories that were read all

Rl B \_ over the country. She wrote

U to teach others about the

~ importance of freedom and
then others started to work

for freedom, too. 7



\1

UYL

\Il“\\\lnl‘ \’”\\\”
\Htl\\\U“ KUK N
MU

iy, M

AT

\m\\m.u;,\\\\lln\\

Thy SNy M
) LN
Wi

.,'..w.. \_;A
e M0 v WD

11 [' !“\‘i_f

=

b

/2

L

/

A\

N =

/.

.>\

Q_,
==

—

e,

uﬁj\n\@w\?{u &
WA
NI ITN

""""l! M :
Wy \\"\\‘\““‘\lln\\HN” ( \
e m Fivg N ,
e, \\\ H\\Hu.n“;
LA i i
1 ‘u‘n\n NN YAz
"“u”i‘ Wiz ,'
.-\_,,, i \“ \ h I\\\ “',
Vi, m\l\n,h'l\l \

AT r{
\”“\”“
l.ilfn\\\l“;'.l \\”“\‘l“

P N T,

i
\\\\\\\Ilnu W
| “\“\’Ii Wi NI \\JI' “”
THR \‘ﬁ AR \\IM*" \I’Ill
ln\\\n\\llum NI

SOLUITER \\“
llfu\\lju \\“'\\ \‘\u

\\\\\”nmu\“\lll \nnm
\||n Wy WG
\ I.\\\JH\\\M

TR “th\lhu. \1 n
\‘ '»:.“h' e ull’//jn \n'/l\‘”'““' \\tl“‘h \\\l

"f W ‘\"H Wiy

\\ ’ \\\\““.,\\l\kilu,‘,'HIIH

\
W, I RTNAIACERS YT/

| Her writing helped people decide that they

really didn't want to be ruled by the King.

She wrote a long book about the history of the
American colonies and why 1t was important
that Americans rule over themselves.

| Mercy was a Founding Mother of our

country and was a very brave woman!
She listened to her heart!

| What is your super-power?

What does the word freedom mean to you?
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