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Barnstable County Human Rights Advisory Commission 

Below please find a list of 2016 Human Rights Academy projects and 

initiatives completed at schools across Cape Cod. 

Barnstable High School, Pam Silva, Advisor: The BHS Human Rights Club designed a 

mission statement that acknowledges their affiliation with the BC HRC and begins "In keeping 

with the United Nations' 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, our club promotes 

awareness and respect for people's human rights and freedoms. We plan and conduct activities 

and service projects ... " For Human Rights Day on December 10, they made posters about the 

rights outlined in the Universal Declaration and put them up around the school. 

They borrowed an idea from the work of Cape Cod Academy. and Dennis-Yarmouth 

High School and decided to work on housing issues, particularly the work of Homeless not 

Hopeless, and toured Eve's House in Hyannis, a home for formerly homeless women. Their 

annual Gingerbread House event raised $500, which they donated to Homeless not Hopeless. 

They also made lunches for the NOAH Shelter, and took them to the shelter to 

distribute and to meet the clients of the shelter. The lunch makings were donated, in part, by 

the food 

service provider at BHS. 

They also took part in the Big Fix sponsored by Housing Assistance Corporation, 

gathering on a Saturday morning at Upper Cape Tech. They were assigned a house to go to and 

did yard work and gardening for a veteran, as well as building a set of steps and painting the 

house. Together with other volunteers, they enjoyed a lunch at Upper Cape Tech. Later in the 

spring, they planned a bowling event with the residents of Angel House, a shelter for families 

fleeing abusive situations. 

Cape Cod Academy, Larry Brown, Advisor: The People to People Club sponsors three coffee 

houses each year, featuring talented students from the school. They also sponsored the annual 

Shelter from the Storm concert. Over the nine years of this concert, the students have raised 

over $100,000 in support of programs for the homeless, for veterans, and for domestic abuse 

survivors. 

This year, students from Barnstable High School, Sturgis Public Charter School, Pope 

John Paul II High School, Monomoy Regional High School, plus two dance troupes and a youth 

symphony orchestra - and of course, from Cape Cod Academy - appeared in the Shelter from 

the Storm concert. They raised $19,000. Safe Harbor runs a shelter for battered women in a 

former motel. They wanted to refurbish ten more units in the hotel, so the CCA students 

donated $15,000 to enable that work. The balance of their funds they split among the NOAH 

Shelter, the Council of Churches, and other groups. They hosted a dance "to help people." 

CCA' s Pink Ribbon Club works on the issue of breast cancer and through bake sales, car 

washes, and other events raised $4,000 this year. That money was donated to the Cuda Center 

to benefit women who can't afford mammograms or other breast health care. 
















